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Nechemiah

fter the Jewish people had been i exile in

Babylon for seventy years. they were at last
given the opportunity to return to their
homeland. King Cyrus of Persia. who now ruled
Babylon. issued a proclamation to the _J.c:s_c“
“Go back home and rebuild the temple mn.
Jerusalem. Those who are poor must be given
cnough money and supphies to make the journcy.
too.” The king gave back all the treasures from
the temple which Nebuchadnezzar had stolen.
Then he sent them on their way.

They joyfully made the long journey Uccw 1o
Judea. But when they arrived. they _co_?.d mn
horror at what remained of their great city and
the beautiful temple of Solomon. There was:
nothing but piles of rubble and broken remains.
What a job they had ahead of them!

Although they worked very hard. the _qc:_.d_c
were overwhelmed at the amount of _.c_::_;_:m_
they had to do. Also. they were c:_i?::_,: heing
hampered by the Samaritans. an w_::._o:.n:,: race
of people who now hved nearby. hey did not
want Jerusalem to be powerful again and did
cverything possible to stop the building work.,
After many years of struggle. the F,::J_m.;_cm
finally fimished. There was great r..c_c_:.A:_::,:_#_
pratse as the new temple was dedicated to God.

Seventy ycars later. however. the rebuilding of
Jerusalem still was not finished. The huge Ew.,r,
of reconstructing the walls and making the city
gates remained.

Reports ol this reached the Jewish pcople who
remained in Babylon. one of whom was great :
man ol God named Nehemial.

Nehemiah was the wine steward to the
Emperor Artaxerxes. It was his Job to taste the
King's wine in case it was poisoned. One day.
the emperor noticed that his wine steward was
very depressed. and he asked him the reason
why. Nchemiah had been praying to God for
an opportunity to speak to the king. so he said,
“Your majesty. I am sad because the city of my
people still lies in ruins.™ Then he paused and
asked. I it please the king. T would like (o go
to Jerusalem and help with the rebuilding.”

The emperor gave Nehemiah leave to go
home. He also gave him money and wood from
the royal forest to make the city gates. Then.
with an escort of soldiers to protect him on his
journey. Nehemiah traveled to Jerusalem.

Nchemiah was amazed when he saw Just how
much there was to be done. But he cncouraged
the people and divided them into tamily groups.
giving each group a part of the wall to build.
When the dreaded Samaritans threatened to
attack again, Nehemiah instructed the people to
arm themselves with swords. Then they carried
on rebuilding. armed ready for battle. After
working night and day for « long time. the
work was completed. and Jerusalem was safe.

They all gathered together to hear Ezra read
out God’s law. They histened hard and promised
that this time they would learn from their
mistakes, trust in God. and obey him.




Sing this song to the tune of “The Wise Men
built his house upon the rock.”

Nehemiah prayed to God for help.
Nehemiah prayed to God for help.
Nehemiah prayed to God for help.

And God did hear his prayers.

Come let’s rebuild Jerusalem’s wall.

Come let’s rebuild Jerusalem’s wall.

Come let’s rebuild Jerusalem’s wall.

And work until it’s done.

Nehemiah prayed as the wall was being
built,

Nehemiah prayed as the wall was being
built,

Nehemiah prayed as the wall was being
built,

And Jerusalem was made safe.

The people worshiped and praised the Lord,
The people worshiped and praised the Lord,
The people worshiped and praised the Lord,
For helping build the wall.



Nehemiah rebuilds the walls.
Nehem:ah 2:11—4:23
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